During the Reformation, books of the orders of friars in England belonging to the religious orders were particularly targeted and many were destroyed; most particularly, liturgical books. As to be expected, in view of the comparative numbers of houses friars had in England, the Dominicans' and Franciscans' liturgical books survive in larger numbers than those of the Austin Friars and Carmelites, but even for the first two orders the survival for each is only about twenty-five books containing liturgical texts. This is a fraction of the survival of liturgical books of the English Benedictines and Augustinian Canons. The houses of the friars were mostly established in towns and thus were much more in danger of plunder at the time of the Reformation than Benedictine and Augustinian houses, which were often in rural settings.
Of these manuscripts only nos 1, 3, 13, 16 and 17 are reasonably complete texts, three from the second half of the thirteenth century and two of the first half of the fourteenth. All seem to present the text following the revision of the Ordinal by Haymo of Faversham, completed before his death in 1244; however, not all the manuscripts contain all the expected feasts in their calendars and sanctorals.6 One of these missals was evidently intended for a Scottish house in the diocese of Glasgow (no. 1) and another probably for the Greyfriars of
